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CLASS INFORMATION – MS. ANDERSON –ALGEBRA  1 – ISSUE 1  IN THIS ISSUE:  USEFUL TIPS 

 

The Algebra 1 course prepares students 
for success in college, in careers, and daily 
life in the 21st century.  The fundamental 
purpose of this course is to formalize and 
extend the mathematics that students 
learned in the middle grades.  Instruction 
will focus on five critical areas: (1) analyze 
and explain the process of solving 
equations and inequalities; (2) learn 
function notation and develop the concept 
of domain and range; (3) use regression 
techniques; (4) create quadratic and 
exponential expressions; and (5) select 
from among these functions to model 
phenomena.   

About the Teacher   
Hello parents and 
guardians! My name 
is Ms. Anderson. I 
am a graduate of 
Seminary High 
School in Seminary, 
MS. After high 
school, I continued 
on to Jones County 

Junior College in Ellisville, MS to receive 
my Associate degree. After leaving there, I 
finally attended Mississippi State 

University, and I have just recently 
graduated with my Bachelor degree in 
Secondary Mathematics Education. This is 
officially my first year teaching, and I 
decided to come back South and teach at 
this beautiful school. I am so excited to 
continue learning along with my students, 
and I look forward to partnering with you to 
further your child’s education! 
 

Communication  

Please utilize my teacher website on 
SchoolWires to keep up with what your 
child is learning each week.  I feature 
other helpful documents and reminders    
there as well. You can view your child’s 
grades online via the Student Progress 
Center. 
 
I encourage you to contact me when you 
have ANY questions and/or concerns. 
Phone: (601) 467-2244 
Email:faith.anderson@gulfportschools.org        
SchoolWires: 
www.gulfportschools.org/faith.anderson 

                                

GHS Grading Every student will be 
exposed to a rigorous college preparatory 
curriculum.  Grades will be recorded as 
follows: 

 
4 = Advanced 

3 = Proficient 

2 = Basic 

1 = Minimal 

Assessments: 70% 

Includes: 

3 Unit Tests 

2 Summative Tests – 1 MAP-Style; 1 ACT-Style 

Project/Daily Grades:  30% 

  
 Open House Open House is  
 Thursday, August 30, 2018 at 6 p.m.. Please      
  mark your calendar and make plans to  
  attend!!! I am looking forward to meeting 
  you. 

 
Tutoring Information 
My permanent tutoring day is every 
Wednesday from 3:40 p.m. – 4:40 p.m.  If 
Wednesday is not a convenient day, please 
contact me so that we can make other 
arrangements.  If transportation is an issue, 
the principal has arranged transportation for 
your child on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
 
 
(Continued on other side.) 

Tips for Parents & Students 
by Faith Anderson 
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 Helping Your 
Child With 
Today's Math 
A parents' guide to 
surviving math class all 
over again: valuable tools 
to help you help your your 
child with today's 
mathematics. 
Download the Full 
Document 
 

Helping Your 
Child With Today's Math  
(  PDF, 284 KB, 2 pgs.) 

  

 

Math looks different these 
days. 
When you visit your child’s math 
class, it may look different from 
what you remember. For example, 2 
apples + 2 apples still equals 4 
apples, and learning your 
multiplication tables is still 
important. But, now you are likely to 
see your child solving real problems. 
Second graders might: 

o Figure out how many apples they 
need for a classroom party. 

o Determine the cost to buy those 
apples. 

o Compare how much money they 
need to have in the class kitty. 
Fourth-graders are learning not only 
that 7 x 8 = 56, but, are deciding 
when they should use multiplication 
to solve a problem. Educators want 
children to under- stand that math is 
not only useful out of the classroom, 

but in their daily lives too. We know 
that every child is capable of 
achieving in math topics such as 
geometry, data and statistics, and 
algebra—topics we’ve traditionally 
thought of as only accessible to 
some. 

MY CHILD’S TEACHER SAYS THAT 
THE MATHEMATICS IS PROBLEM-
BASED. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

Teachers are now using activities 
that are connected to students’ real 
lives. Like mathematicians, students 
are now solving problems that may 
take them an hour, or perhaps, 
several hours to solve. There may be 
many ways to solve the problem. 

Children think about mathematics 
in different ways depending on their 
prior experiences at home and 
school. Teachers want your children 
to understand how important math 
is and how it helps them solve every-
day problems. By allowing students 
to think flexibly about numbers 
teachers encourage them to “own” 
the mathematics forever, instead of 
“borrowing” until class is over. 

Parents can help out by showing 
their children when they use math. 
That may be as simple as: 

o Helping your child estimate in the 
grocery store; 

o Deciding together how many plants 
can fit into a garden and drawing a 
scale plan of your garden; or 

o Discussing how the interest works 
on the mortgage. 

MY CHILD TALKS ABOUT WORKING 
IN PAIRS AND GROUPS. IS THIS 
HELPFUL? 

Research shows that students’ 
working together helps with 
understanding. It allows more time 
for all young people to talk about 
what they know and don’t know. 
During group problem-solving, 
teachers are actively listening to the 
students’ reasoning which, in turn, 
helps them better understand the 
students’ thinking. There is still time 
in the classroom for students to 
work independently, and teachers 
know how important that is. 
Business and industry leaders say 

that the three “R’s” are still 
important but that new employees 
also need good communication skills 
and the ability to work in a team. 

HOW DO I HELP MY CHILD WHEN THE 
HOMEWORK IS SO DIFFERENT FROM 
WHAT I DID IN SCHOOL? 

Homework may look different from 
when you were in school and the 
amount of it may be different also. 
Practice is still important and 
students continue to do that. 
Students will still be expected to 
memorize basic facts, and you’ll still 
see homework that asks you to help 
them do that. But, we know from 
research that students need 
activities and tasks that allow for a 
deeper understanding of the math. 
These tasks may take longer to solve 
and so fewer problems are assigned. 
But these problems will help 
students understand how integral 
math is in their lives and will 
continue to be in the workplace. 

I SEE FEWER GRADED PAPERS 
COMING HOME THAN I REMEMBER 
BRINGING HOME TO MY PARENTS. 
HOW ARE MY CHILDREN 
EVALUATED? 

Teachers still use traditional paper 
and pencil tests to help them assess 
your child’s progress. They also use 
district and statewide tests results to 
help them make decisions about 
instruction and assessment. 
However, teachers are also using 
tried and true methods of “kid-
watching.” Watching and listening 
to students while they work in pairs, 
groups, or alone provides teachers 
with valuable information about 
your child’s progress. Students are 
asked to tell their teachers what they 
know in many ways. They may be 
asked to keep a math journal and 
write about the math they are 
learning. For example, after learning 
a new skill your child may be asked 
to write and describe how they 
would teach what they learned to a 
younger child. Teachers want to use 
as many ways as possible to help 
them decide what students know 
and understand. 



GHS HOME OF THE ADMIRALS!! | Issue 1  3 

 

 

MATH IS EVERYWHERE! LOOK FOR 
IT WITH YOUR KIDS. 

Football—is it possible for a team to 
score 22 points? How many ways 
can they do it? 

Is there an impossible score? 

Driving to School—what does “miles 
per hour” mean? How does it help us 
know how long it will take us to get 
to school? What else may influence 
how long it takes us to get 
somewhere in the car? 

Consumers—is it more cost effective 
to lease or buy a car? 

How much paint do I need to buy to 
paint the front hall? Can you guess 
the amount needed or do you need 
measurements to figure out how 
much paint to buy? 

WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE 
TO HELP ME SUPPORT MY CHILD’S 
INTEREST IN MATH? 

o National Education Association 
o The National Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics  
o The Math Forum-Ask Dr. Math  
o Figure This! Math Challenges for 

Families  
o Math Power: How to Help Your 

Child Love Math, Even if You 
Don’t by Patricia Clark Kenschaft 

o 50 Simple Things You Can Do to 
Raise a Child Who Loves Math by 
Kathy A. Zahler 

    
Upcoming Events 
    August  

8 First Day of School for 6th and 9th Grade 
Students  
9 First Day of School for all other 
Students 
17 Quiz 1         
24 Unit Test 1 
30 DCA 1.1 
30 Open House 
 

 
 
 
 

Helpful Websites 

ACT PREP 
www.actstudent.org/testprep/index.html  
 
GOOGLE WEBSITE - Use to search for 
videos by entering in the topic into the 
search box, pressing enter, then press 
videos.  Click on a video.     
https://www.google.com/ 

 
GULFPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
WEBSITE     
https://www.gulfportschools.org/ 
 
HOLT ALGEBRA RESOURCES - 
Algebra 1 Book, Algebra 2 Book 
http://go.hrw.com/gopages/ma.html 

 
PEARSON VIDEO TUTORIALS -  
www.phschool.com   (use code: ate-0775) 
 
PURPLEMATH - includes algebra 
lessons that are written with the student 
in mind. These lessons emphasize the 
practicalities rather than the 
technicalities, demonstrating dependable 
techniques, warning of likely "trick" 
questions, and pointing out common 
mistakes. 
http://www.purplemath.com/ 
 
 
 
    
          

  WELCOME ADMIRALS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

       GO BIG BLUE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Notes: 
Remind:  
I will use REMIND to send out 
important statements and 
assignments on occasion.  
To join YOUR class, text the 
appropriate code to 81010. 
First Block- @642efe 

Second Block- @g4776e 
Third Block- @a26k427 
Fourth Block- @4c3e8f 
Parents are welcome to join! 
 


